40. Atmarama

In the Central region of Bharat, there lived a brahman,
named Atmarama. Born in a noble family he was devoted to
Gods and brahmans- His father was a great votary of Vishnu
and gained mastery in Vedrs. After the death of his father,
Atmarama lost all his property. He was worried about his
livelihood and went to Venkatadri. He had holy dips in all
the teerthas there and sat at a place on the sacred hill reflecting
on his past life. Nearby hs found sage Sanatkumara engage?
in deep meditation. Atmarama prostrated before the saged and
bought his blessings,

^Ads-;, my boy^ said the sage. ^You are reaping
the sowings of your deeds in your previous birth. Why worry
now ? You had caused hindrance to several good acts. You
had never offered a pie in charity. You had never cared for a
gooi deed.

You never thought of Lord Vishnu for a moment even.
How do you expect to be happy now ? Yet, I shall reveal to you

the remedy he added. The sage preached to Atmaram about
goddess Vyuhalakshmi, the mother of Vedas, seated in the heart
o-l the Lord. "Go and chant the mantra of Vyuhalakshmi, with
a clean body and a pure mind, on Venkatachala, after bathing in
the Swami Pushkarini^ advised the sage.

Atmarama did as instructed by Saaatkumara and was
freed from all his worries. He fell on the ground, and soon got
up and saw a dazzling Vimana in a beautiful forest. Celestial
beings were worshipping it. Some were singing while others were

dancing